CHAPTER X

THE   CONTEMPORARY   FRENCHMAN
IN THE NEW LIFE

THE consequences of the progress which
we have sketched manifest themselves
in many ways. The material environ-
ments of the contemporary Frenchman have
been strikingly improved* The writer has
known a village for fifty years during which the
population has remained stationary, but the
homes are much larger and nearly twice as nu-
merous. From 1871 to 1907, there were built in
France 1,300,000 more homes than were torn
down. The huts with only one window are
growing fewer, while the new erections have gen-
erally more than five windows.1 The mud house*
with thatched roofs are now viewed by the peo
pie as the relics of by-gone days. The peasan
who under the Empire spent his evenings in th<
dark, or made a most moderate use of tallow
candles, is now provided with abundant petro-

1 Annuaire $tati$tique*
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